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Rookie Read-About
Slim but mighty, these volumes pack a powerful punch by combining the tenets of diversity and citizenship with fundamental facts about U.S. government. While the volumes aimed specifically at our political system are very much introductory, the series works well as a whole by conveying the importance of tolerance, cooperation, and peoples’ rights in addition to how responsibility can extend beyond the individual. Bonwill writes in a child-friendly style using a familiar framework. Thought-provoking questions are interspersed throughout the text to encourage dialogue and are accompanied by colorful photographs representing a diverse populace. Historical photographs and reproductions are included as well. Each volume concludes with a “Civics in Action” section spotlighting an applicable historic event as well as a “Civics Checklist” enumerating relevant ideas. VERDICT A great resource for introducing civic responsibility that is easily accessible to young readers—and future voters.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), May 2019 on We Are Better Together, We Are Good Citizens, We Can Vote, We Have a Constitution, and We Have a Government (Rookie Read-About Civics)
This petite primer in the Rookie Read-About Civics series (5 books) guides youngsters through voting basics. First, it introduces the concept within a familiar classroom setting, where a diverse group of students are choosing a class pet. The students learn about and discuss their candidates (a goldfish and a hermit crab) before casting their ballots and having their votes tallied. Reader-directed questions ask kids to consider why these steps are important and how winning or losing feels. The next two chapters go on to explain how adults in the U.S. vote on government leaders, mirroring the process seen in the classroom scenario. The simple format boasts ample white space and photos, a “Civics in Action” spread on women’s suffrage, a voting checklist, and picture glossary. Effective and reader friendly.

—Booklist, April 1, 2019 on We Can Vote (Rookie Read-About Civics)
Enticing cover photos will draw in primary grade readers for a closer look at these titles. Who could resist a chihuahua in sunglasses or an elephant on a scooter? The prose describes concepts such as reflections, seasons, and states of matter. Key terms appear in bold print and can be found in the picture glossary in the back matter. Photos complement the text in appealing and humorous ways. For example, a dog on a surfboard illustrates how waves can push an object. Questions engage readers in critical thinking and appear on many pages, asking, “How can the sun’s bright light affect your skin in summer?” or “How do wheels make it easier to pull this wagon?” Hands-on activities, such as creating a shadow puppet show, encourage readers to test their new knowledge. VERDICT This series features solid introductions to basic science topics.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), May 2019 on Heating and Cooling, Light, Matter, Push and Pull, Simple Machines, and Sound (Rookie Read-About Science—Physical Science)

Rookie National Parks

Young readers will be able to visit some of the most interesting and beautiful national parks in the U.S. via these entries in the Rookie National Parks series. Ranger Red Fox, an illustrated character, guides readers through each book, providing facts and questions for them to ponder. Bryce Canyon explores the role nature has played in creating the park’s natural features, as well as the landmarks, plants, and trees that can be found in the park. Gettysburg National Military Park delves into the history of the Battle of Gettysburg and discusses the important monuments found around the park, as well as the activities—such as living history demonstrations—that can be seen. In Hawai’i Volcanoes, readers explore Hawai’i, its two active volcanoes, and the plant and wildlife found in the park. In Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, kids will learn about the Civil Rights Act and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s role in the Civil Rights Movement, as well as the project that led to the memorial’s creation. Each title includes a “Where is Ranger Red Fox?” feature to hone basic map skills, as well as a park-specific time line or guide to sites, wildflowers, or animals. Short chapters, clear text, and detailed corresponding photographs make these titles a perfect choice for young nonfiction readers.

—Booklist, August 2019 on Bryce Canyon National Park, Gettysburg National Military Park, Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial (Rookie National Parks)
Young armchair adventurers will get a pleasant introduction to a few of America’s national parks in these installments in the Rookie National Parks series (4 new titles). Each slim volume focuses on the variety of climates or geography within a park, its wildlife and native plants, and unusual features; a map-based problem and an identification quiz wrap things up, along with a brief visual glossary. A cartoon fox, Ranger Red Fox, provides context for the photos, and inset boxes offer additional facts. Cuyahoga Valley emphasizes the Ohio park’s rail system, towpath, and canal, along with the river’s historical importance to the local economy. In Everglades, readers will learn about the distinctive environments found in the swampy park as well as the rich variety of animals inhabiting it. Joshua Tree highlights the rare tree the park is named for; the various groups of people who lived in the area, including Native Americans, ranchers, and miners; and the rocky, desert landscape. Volcanoes are central to the information in Mount Rainier, and this title emphasizes what effect volcanic activity has had on the landscape, such as rock columns and ice caves. The eye-catching full-color photos and inviting, brief sentences give this easy, accessible appeal for beginning readers, and the broad scope of information, though not comprehensive, should lead young readers down interesting paths, perhaps literally.

—Booklist, November 15, 2018 on Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Everglades National Park, Joshua Tree National Park, and Mount Rainier National Park (Rookie National Parks)

Rookie Star
Each book in the series introduces a variety of animals that share a common trait. The creatures are grouped into three chapters: “Cool Camouflage,” for example, looks at color, mimicry, and patterns. Well-written text boxes provide a brief but efficient overview of the animal’s key characteristics. In addition to a large spread-size image, an inset photo offers an extra fact about the featured beast or one with related qualities. The images show the animals in action, usually depicting the highlighted behavior effectively. Most of the predator photographs don’t include prey, though, and more maps could have made the journeys in Amazing Migrations easier for young readers to picture. Closing pages offer interactive opportunities: a comparison of two extraordinary animals followed by a simple quiz with visual cues. VERDICT Generally engaging surveys for large nonfiction collections.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Amazing Migrations, Built for Speed, Cool Camouflage, and Powerful Predators (Rookie Star—Extraordinary Animals)
The pithy text of this entry in the Rookie Star: Extraordinary Animals series (4 titles) flows almost as fast as the animals it describes. Herrington covers several different types of speed, including “Fastest Fliers and Swimmers,” “Fastest Runners and Jumpers,” and “Fastest Attackers.” Each spread presents a different animal, occasionally featuring a second critter that moves similarly in a sidebar. Familiar creatures, such as cheetahs and chameleons, zip through the pages, but some unexpected animals (sailfish, Brazilian free tailed bats) make appearances as well. Thanks to a well-edited mix of introductory, general, and specific information, the text never becomes choppy. The excellent nature photos, like the text, are focused and dramatic, and captions often add interesting information. This book provides readers with the excitement of both speed and learning. 

 —Booklist, October 1, 2018 on Built for Speed: Kangaroos! Cheetahs! Lizards! (Rookie Star—Extraordinary Animals)

Side By Side
Drawing on a high-interest topic (slime!), this entry in the Side by Side series (4 titles) fosters reading development and scientific knowledge. The content is divided into three sections of slime producers: animals, plants, and people. The text itself is also divided into two sections. Along the top of each page is a simple sentence—such as, “This animal makes slime”—in a large font for beginning readers to try on their own. Adults or proficient student reading buddies then read the more detailed information in a smaller font. High-quality photographs with up-close images of a giraffe’s tongue and other slime in action keep readers of all ages engaged. Occasional inset photos and a concluding picture glossary help explain more challenging vocabulary and concepts. A terrific way to bridge reading and science.

—Booklist, April 1, 2019 on The Slime Book (Side By Side)

Wild Life LOL!
This dynamically designed offering from the Wild Life LOL! series (6 titles) is deceptively fact-packed; on the surface, it’s a graphics-rich, pun-filled romp through the world of the beaver. Double-page spreads lay out the beaver’s habitat, family life, and basic biology, while mapping out where in the world it’s usually found and illustrating some of the behaviors it’s most famous for, like dam building. Throughout, “Wacky Fact” asides offer more details, while speech bubbles give the beaver itself a chance to tell some truly terrible jokes. Photos are clearly and thoroughly labeled, vocabulary is defined in-text, and the extensive back matter includes a chart of beaver relatives, a time line of beaver-human relations, and ways people can assist in conservation efforts. All in all, a dynamite resource about a particularly intriguing critter.

—Booklist, October 1, 2019 on Beavers (Wild Life LOL!)
The Science of…
This series will appeal to readers who enjoy a graphic style and a layout similar to DK’s “Eyewitness” books. A diverse cast of engineering characters in hardhats and lab coats explores topics such as architecture, medical technology, and various forms of transportation. Text is laid out with a paragraph about the main topic, with smaller, related portions placed around the page’s edge. Occasionally, a “Fascinating Fact” or “Can You Believe It?” statement is added. Developments in each field are traced from historical examples to current practice, such as early beam bridges of wood and stone and recent bridge-tunnels that free up shipping lanes or air traffic areas. Most of the titles include “Try It Yourself” ideas for readers. Examples hail from around the world, like the Burj Khalifa in Dubai and the Kawazu-Nanadaru Loop Bridge in Japan. VERDICT Excellent introduction of topics using worldwide examples; good for individual enthusiasts or for use in STEM programs.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), May 2019 on The Science of Vehicles, The Science of Bridges and Tunnels, The Science of Flight, The Science of Seafaring, The Science of Medical Technology, The Science of Buildings, and The Science of Spacecraft (The Science of Engineering)
Suspension, beam, arch, cantilever—these common bridge types are introduced in the first half of this book, part of the Science of Engineering series (7 titles). Information is chunked into a main paragraph describing a bridge’s design, history, and construction, while the remainder of the two-page spread features relevant facts, real-world examples, and digital illustrations. Educators may want additional resources on hand to better explain the physics at work in these bridges (e.g., compression and tension), as they are only briefly described here. The book’s best bits feature unusual bridges, bridge disasters, and tunnels. Readers will love seeing a “draw bridge” that curls up like a pill bug and the clever ways engineers manage to build tunnels underwater. While the science is light, the book’s basic concepts are sturdy.

—Booklist, April 1, 2019 on The Science of Bridges and Tunnels (The Science of Engineering)
You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…

With a brightly engaging layout that boasts not a square inch of wasted space, the You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without . . . series continues to explore the ways in which a variety of things have shaped human life and development. From major technological developments to seemingly innocuous objects, the items profiled here all have ties to human history and still play important roles in life today. Gaming! explains how games teach life skills; over the centuries, they’ve changed greatly, as dice and board games have given way to electronic and video games. While libraries have always been a place where books are preserved and read, Libraries! discusses how they’ve also become spaces for communities to gather and share other things. Robots! lets readers know that robots are already more prevalent than they might think and investigates the different kinds of jobs they do—often those that are too difficult, dangerous, or repetitive for humans. The most high-minded volume of the bunch, Satellites! breaks down a complicated concept by explaining the different ways in which satellites influence daily life, such as through weather reports and GPS. Cartoon graphics, bursting with cheeky attitude, will keep kids interested and prevent the fact-packed pages from getting too crowded. Plentiful back matter, eye-catching design, and a friendly tone make this series a consistent winner.

—Booklist, February 15, 2019 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Gaming!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Libraries!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Robots!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Satellites! (You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…)

Nature’s Children
These high-quality resources offer thorough coverage of each animal in an appealing, accessible format. Physical features, behaviors, feeding habits, and life cycles are described in clear, direct language. Key facts and figures flow smoothly within the narratives, and differences between individual species are carefully noted whenever applicable. Fascinating examples of behaviors such as kangaroo cooling strategies and the swimming techniques of armadillos provide engaging details in ways that readers will remember. Most photographs are a full page or larger and successfully depict highlighted features, behaviors, or species varieties. Additional visual support includes a distribution map, size comparisons, a full-page photo with key body parts labeled, and a family tree showing related species. Though some animals have been covered in previous editions of this series, all content is completely new. VERDICT Top-notch animal profiles for report writers and browsers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on Tree Frogs, Octopuses, Kangaroos, Armadillos, Lions, and Birds of Paradise (Nature’s Children)
A True Book
In only 48 pages, and with a large, easy-to-read typeface, this entry in the new A True Book: Why It Matters series (6 titles) does a fine job of explaining how the court works, what kinds of cases it takes, and how justices are chosen and what they do. This also has a look at some topics not often covered (e.g., whether there should be cameras in the court) and brings relevance to readers by highlighting several cases that impacted young people, including those on censorship or students with disabilities. To its credit, the book also makes a point of noting that, of the court’s 114 justices, 108 have been white men. The open format with plenty of color photographs makes this an excellent choice for students and may pick up a few browsers.    

—Booklist, October 1, 2019 on The Supreme Court: Why It Matters to You (A True Book—Why It Matters)
Don’t be fooled by the title. Rather than compiling bizarre plant life, this book in the True Book: Incredible Plants! series (6 titles) is actually a concise overview of the plant kingdom’s history and primary plant types. It begins with the theory that ancient algae (a protist) gave rise to modern plants, which have evolved unique characteristics to adapt to different environments and to reproduce. Seedless (e.g., mosses and ferns) and flowering plants are aptly differentiated, and trees receive an entire chapter explicating their deciduous and evergreen varieties. Fascinating facts abound, often in captions; pollination is fruitfully discussed; and plant posers are unmasked—get out of here, mushrooms! Vibrant photos and diagrams provide excellent support for the text, and a final activity on color change in leaves adds a hands-on learning opportunity.

—Booklist (Online Only), October 1, 2019 on What’s That Plant? (A True Book—Incredible Plants!)
The True Book: Seven Continents series (7 titles) dependably boasts a clean, well-organized layout, engaging text, and attractive photos. Asia takes on the enormous task of rendering the world’s largest and most populous continent into bite-size chapters on its land and climate, wildlife, history, and the continent as it is today. It quickly becomes clear that Asia is a land of contrasts and incredible diversity, which is apparent in its varied geography, lush rain forests and harsh deserts, and extreme temperatures. Myriad races, religions, and cultures are also found there, with major ones described by the text, as are contrasts in wealth and poverty. A “Big Truth” about air pollution, an illustrated time line, topical asides on biomes and endangered animals, and a stats page round out this kid-friendly introductory text.

—Booklist, April 1, 2019 on Asia (A True Book—The Seven Continents)

Each volume in the colorful True Book: Physical Science series presents fundamentals of scientific knowledge along with related information. While the coverage is necessarily brief, each of the three books provides some appropriate stepping stones toward better understanding. Many vivid photos and a few drawings illustrate the concise chapters, and a helpful appended section features two hands-on activities related to ideas mentioned in the text. For each project, a double-page spread offers clear directions, illustrated with simple digital drawings. After introducing atoms, electrons, power plants, electrical currents, magnetism, and related topics, Electricity and Magnetism shows readers how to create a static-electric charge in the project “Shocking Static.” Energy looks at forms of energy (gravitational, nuclear, chemical, radiant, etc.) and includes an activity using spoons, yarn, and a ruler to illustrate how sound waves travel. In addition to presenting “The Magic Inflating Balloon” experiment demonstrating how a gas can take up space, Matter discusses atoms, molecules, elements, compounds, chemical bonds, and states of matter. Books explaining scientific principles to children at the elementary-school level often include some confusing passages and minor errors, typically when simplifying complex concepts, and that does occur here. As an introductory science book, Matter is the most successful, while the other two volumes still relay basic information and well-chosen activities.

—Booklist, May 1, 2019 on Electricity and Magnetism, Energy, and Matter (A True Book—Physical Science)

The latest in alternative, renewable energy sources is covered in an appealing package. Each entry opens with a set of two true or false questions, encouraging readers to test their knowledge before reading. The answers to these questions appear in the back of the book, alongside a review of the whole volume’s content and comprehension questions. The conversational writing and engaging format encourage active learning. Colorful photos, historical time lines, and detailed diagrams put the material in context. Plenty of white space, with text boxes overlaid on pictures, keeps the text legible. “The Big Truth” sections present pros and cons or highlight innovations, such as the proposed IceLink connecting Iceland’s geothermal energy sources to the United Kingdom. VERDICT Enticing visuals and a forward-thinking perspective make this series an excellent choice for library collections.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Geothermal Energy, Solar Power, Water Power, and Wind Power (A True Book: Alternative Energy)
This breezy introduction into wind power is part of the True Book: Alternative Energy series (4 titles). It gives readers a clear, succinct overview of the history and development of wind power, from early sailboats and windmills to modern turbines and wind farms. It also explains the basic science behind pressure systems and kinetic energy, and describes how wind power is harnessed run a machine directly or after being converted into electricity. Typical True Book features reliably appear here, such as an opening true-or-false question, a time line, a graphics-rich recap, and a page of “True Statistics.” Likewise, a double-page spread lays out the pros and cons of this resource in numbered lists, encouraging readers to form their own opinions. The mix of well-chosen illustrations (archival images, color photos, and diagrams) clarify the concepts being presented and include interesting trivia in their captions. A sure way to energize classroom learning and discussion. 

 —Booklist (Starred Review), October 1, 2018 on Wind Power (A True Book—Alternative Energy)

If You Were a Kid
What would life have been like if you were a Puritan crossing the Atlantic on the Mayflower? How about if you had worked on a ranch during the days of the Wild West? In each title of this part-historical fiction, part-nonfiction series, young readers will enjoy witnessing moments in American history through the eyes of children. Each book begins with an introduction that provides historical context to prepare readers for what’s to come. Readers then follow along as the two main characters, almost always a girl and a boy, find a way to overcome the challenges they are facing. Illustrations lend a cartoon-like feel to the text, making it an appropriate choice for reluctant readers. Non-fiction fact boxes are featured throughout, adding an additional perspective to the narrative. A nice way to introduce non-fiction text features while still keeping transitional readers comfortable with a familiar narrative style, each title could be used as part of a text set related to its respective topic or be displayed as a series to entice students to read about American history and culture. All books contain a citation to a content consultant who reviewed the text for accuracy. Table of Contents. Map. Timeline. Glossary. Index. About the Author. Recommended
—School Library Connection, August/September 2018 on If You Were a Kid at the Iditarod, If You Were a Kid During the California Gold Rush, If You Were a Kid in the Wild West, and If You Were a Kid on the Mayflower (If You Were a Kid)
A Step into History
These volumes are new additions to the series A Step into History. All books contain 30 chapters that provide an in-depth inspection on the titular subject. The books begin with background information about the topic with primary source images, quotations, and maps included throughout. “Key Players” are included as a biography glossary and include such figures as John Lewis, Emma Lazarus, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Mikhail Gorbachev. Each book also includes additional resources, website links to follow for more facts, and information about the author. These books would be great to supplement history projects and to use in book displays paired with fiction titles that address similar topics as a way of encouraging students to read widely. Glossary. Index. Timeline. Recommended

—School Library Connection, August/September 2018 on The Civil Rights Movement, The Cold War, and The Great Depression (A Step into History)

Blastoff! Readers
With a tight focus on the heart, blood, and blood vessels, this level-3 reader helps “early fluent” readers understand these essential elements of the human body. Pettiford concisely identifies the circulatory system, explains how it works, and discusses why it is important. The book is heavy on specialized vocabulary, which is bolded in the text and defined in a glossary. A mix of photos and simple, bright diagrams appear on nearly every page and directly support the text. An activity about counting your pulse before and after exercise ties in nicely with the book’s concepts. Overall, the clarity and focus of this book (part of the Your Body Systems series, 6 titles) make it an appealing and helpful source of basic information about the human circulatory system.

—Booklist, October 1, 2019 on The Circulatory System (Blastoff! Readers—Your Body Systems)
With bright backgrounds, easy-to-interpret charts, and seriously entertaining photographs of its subjects (not quite the beauty queens of the animal kingdom), this entry in the Animal Tag Teams series (6 titles) introduces newly confident readers to a symbiotic relationship. First, the book describes warthogs and mongooses; quick sidebar profiles provide basic background facts on each of these African mammals. Then the text explains how they work as a team: ticks, which can make a warthog sick, burrow into their bodies, but the mongooses eat them, getting a quick and easy meal and keeping the warthogs healthy. Vocabulary words, set in bold, stand out from the rest of the concise, direct sentences, while the charts and images are clearly labelled and easy to decipher. An excellent introduction to nonfiction for new researchers, featuring two scene-stealing stars.

— Booklist, April 1, 2019 on Warthogs and Banded Mongooses (Blastoff! Readers—Animal Tag Teams)
Zaha Hadid’s beaded collar and feathery shawl stand in glorious contrast to traditional architect’s accessories (hard hat, blueprints) on the cover of this selection from the Women Leading the Way series (6 titles). Iranian-born Hadid became known as the “Queen of the Curve” for her daring building designs. Her life, accomplishments, and legacy are presented in this level-2 reader, which captures Hadid’s intelligence, innovative style, and fierce determination, both in its photos of Hadid and some of her famous buildings and in well-chosen quotes. Pages typically feature two to six short sentences against bright, colorful backgrounds, as well as a photo or graphic. The smoothly written text includes bolded vocabulary, a quick-fact profile of Hadid, and a boxed time line that reinforces the book’s key points. A refreshing series for the biography shelves.

— Booklist, April 1, 2019 on Zaha Hadid (Blastoff! Readers—Women Leading the Way)

Determined furry faces gaze from the colorful, Lisa Frank–esque covers of these level-2 readers in the Animals of the Arctic series—a combination that will draw kids like magnets. Each book profiles a different creature that makes its home in the frozen north, introducing its diet and the key physical and behavioral attributes that allow it to survive in such a harsh environment. The volumes employ bright, photo-rich layouts and consistent text and illustrative features, including a range map and stats graphic depicting the animal’s conservation status and life span. The adorable subject of Arctic Foxes trots through tundra and captures prey with keen hearing and arcing pounces. Long, black-tipped ears absorb the sun’s warmth in Arctic Hares, wherein hares root out vegetation beneath the snow with sharp claws. Harp Seals explains how these semiaquatic mammals stay warm with a thick layer of blubber and oily, waterproof coats; a small typo on the page about harp seals tears may cause slight confusion. The Arctic’s most famous resident stalks the pages of Polar Bears, which describes its prowess as a hunter as well as the challenges it faces from climate change. Bolded vocabulary words (defined in a glossary) and moderate text repetition offer support to emergent readers, as do magnified, labeled photos. A simple but strong science series for beginning readers.

—Booklist, May 1, 2019 on Arctic Foxes, Arctic Hares, Harp Seals, and Polar Bears (Blastoff! Readers—Animals of the Arctic)

Let’s celebrate! These new books in the Celebrating Holidays series introduce beginning readers to a hodgepodge of religious and cultural holidays. Each book explains the holiday, who celebrates it, its origins and traditions, and when it takes place. Author Grack keeps the explanations simple, though the language is so basic that it occasionally becomes choppy. A helpful sidebar of words for holidays that use non-English vocabulary—including meaning and pronunciation—adds a sense of authenticity. The photos sometimes feel a bit generic, but they appropriately illustrate the celebration of each holiday. Each book also features either instructions to create a holiday decoration or a simple holiday recipe. The books reflect the variety of the holidays presented. The photos in Holi are particularly appealing, as they are saturated with color, following the customs of this colorful festival. In Juneteenth, Grack oddly misses connecting the end of American slavery with the holiday’s celebration of African American culture, never noting that African Americans were the ones who were enslaved. Labor Day has a historical focus, including both the original and the end-of-summer significance of the day. Passover unquestioningly recounts the biblical story of the Exodus, alongside modern customs. Overall, these books are a good beginning for young readers to start learning about diverse holidays.

—Booklist, October 15, 2018 on Holi, Juneteenth, Labor Day, and Passover (Blastoff! Readers—Celebrating Holidays)

You may not realize how many things rely on code to run these days, and vehicles are no exception. Cars are the stars of this level-2 reader, part of the Coding Is Everywhere series (6 titles), which reveals that most modern cars contain more than 24 computers. These computers control things like antilock brakes, the radio, and GPS, but this wasn’t always the case. A quick history of autos—with appropriately identified photos—shows how technology has advanced over the decades, from airbags to self-parking cars. The colorful, roomy layout includes a large photo or graphic on every page and a few lines of text with glossary-defined words in bold. The point of this book is not to teach coding, but rather to expand readers’ awareness of how coding fits in their lives.

—Booklist, October 1, 2018 on Coding in Transportation (Blastoff! Readers—Coding is Everywhere)

Each book in this set covers the engineering behind a different type of structure and uses infographics to point out the features of a famous example of each. Various bridges, dams, highways, roller coasters, skyscrapers, and stadiums from around the world are shown in clear photos. Labels make connections with glossary terms, which appear in bold print within the text. There are also diagrams of the forces acting on each structure. Current trends, such as the use of dams for hydroelectric power or how the highways of today compare to the roads used for a horse and buggy in the past, and possible future advances are also discussed. VERDICT A solid addition to STEM collections. These titles will appeal to fans of construction books.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Bridges, Dams, Highways, Roller Coasters, Skyscrapers, and Stadiums (Blastoff! Readers—Everyday Engineering)

Young readers may be aware of the many ways computers impact their lives, but this set illuminates how coding makes these tasks possible. Each volume contains three short chapters—a general overview, a brief history, and a “how-it-works” example—that use easy-to-understand vocabulary but do not shy away from including the names of specific programming languages and terms that readers might not be familiar with. These words appear in bold and are concisely defined in the accompanying glossary, which is in line with the series’ use of simple sentence structures to convey information. Abundant photos support the text and will be especially appealing to visual learners. VERDICT An excellent introductory series that could spark continued interest in computer programming, app development, and other code-based pursuits.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Coding in Computers, Coding in the Internet, Coding in Transportation, Coding in Video Games, Coding in Your Home, and Coding in Your School (Blastoff! Readers—Coding is Everywhere)

Simply written text provides very basic information about the body’s insides. Each title clearly explains what the system is, what each part of it does in and for the body, and why the system is important. New vocabulary is bold faced when first introduced and then defined in the glossary. Students’ comprehension is considerably boosted by numerous vividly colored, well-labeled, easy-to-understand diagrams that describe the system’s parts and functions. Other noteworthy graphics include good color photos of people of varied skin tones, ethnicities, and abilities, and in the feature “A Closer Look,” a glimpse at a system’s parts as if seen under a microscope. Each volume includes an enjoyable, easy hands-on activity that requires only readily accessible materials and reinforces understanding of the system’s functions. VERDICT An information-packed series that’s very comprehensible to young children. Recommended for public and school libraries.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on The Circulatory System, The Digestive System, The Muscular System, The Nervous System, The Skeletal System, and The Respiratory System (Blastoff! Readers—Your Body Systems)

These titles describe simple machines to new readers who are eager to learn how they make life easier. Some of the machines are more basic than others, like wedges, levers, and inclined planes. Others, like pulleys, screws, and wheels and axles, require a little more engineering. Pulleys tells readers how rope, wheel, and axle can combine to lift a heavy load with less force and how adding more pulleys (creating a compound pulley) can reduce the effort even further. Bright colors and large text, complemented with illustrative photographs, make these books wonderfully educational. The history of simple machines is discussed in each volume. Perhaps the best part is that each book includes several experiment suggestions, teaching readers how to make a pulley, an Archimedes’ screw, and more with household objects. VERDICT Fun, educational choices for every collection.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on Inclined Planes, Levers, Pulleys, Screws, Wedges, and Wheels and Axles (Blastoff! Readers—Simple Machines Fun!)

Characteristics of animal pairs demonstrate the concept of symbiosis to younger readers. Opening pages describe the creatures interacting with each other, followed by a couple of spreads devoted to individual creature profiles. The concluding section offers a bit more about the ways they help each other. The text provides enough information to convey the key facts without getting overly detailed. Some more advanced terms, including “symbiosis,” are not defined within the text but do appear in the glossary. Inset photos provide solid support. For example, a spread in Cape Buffalo and Oxpeckers shows a group of oxpeckers attacking pests on a Cape buffalo. The opposite page features a close-up of one bird chomping on an insect. Insets include a habitat map, simple animal profiles, and a side-by-side table that lists the key elements of each symbiotic relationship. VERDICT Solid introductions to symbiosis featuring some animals not often covered in kids’ books.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), May 2019 on Cape Buffalo and Oxpeckers; Clownfish and Sea Anemones; Goby Fish and Snapping Shrimp; Nile Crocodiles and Egyptian Plovers; Oceanic Whitetip Sharks and Pilot Fish; and Warthogs and Banded Mongooses (Blastoff! Readers—Animal Tag Teams)

Blastoff! Discovery
Sedimentary rocks may not be as flashy as gemstones, but that doesn’t mean they’re not fascinating. After all, there would be no Grand Canyon and very few fossils without them! A quick explanation of what these rocks are—“bits of mud, sand, minerals, and sediments”—also encompasses how they are identified. Next come the three main types of sedimentary rock (clastic, chemical, and organic) and the environmental conditions that produce them. This book is packed with breathtaking photos of sedimentary rock formations from around the world, as well as “Sedimentary Rock Profiles” that visually compile a rock’s stats, like hardness and composition. Infographics and diagrams detail the rock cycle and how chemical and organic sedimentary rocks form. An informative, approachable volume from the Rocks & Minerals series (6 titles).

—Booklist, October 1, 2019 on Sedimentary Pocks (Blastoff! Discovery—Rocks & Minerals)
Cameras have come a long way from their bulky daguerreotype and cardboard Brownie days, and this entry in the Inventions That Changed the World series (6 titles) provides a snapshot of the camera’s history, development, and function in society. The historical overview begins with early pinhole cameras and moves then to George Eastman’s perfection of film photography and the portable personal camera; SLR, digital, and camera phones follow. A diagram of the SLR helpfully illustrates how it captures an image on film. Unfortunately, only four pages explain how cameras have impacted history and society, making this book best suited for those curious to see illustrations of old cameras. “Profile” pages draw attention to inventors and specific camera models, and a photographic time line pulls the book’s information together nicely.

—Booklist, April 1, 2019 on The Camera (Blastoff! Discovery—Inventions that Changed the World)
Combining high-interest paranormal topics and accessible text, these titles in the Investigating the Unexplained series target reluctant readers with success. Each volume piques curiosity with an opening fictional interaction between individuals who are investigating the unexplained phenomenon. Successive short chapters describe how the mystery developed and evolved throughout history, research with which scientists have tried to prove the phenomenon, and some of the real possible causes. The chapters also include a strong STEM focus as explanations, charts, graphs, profiles, and sidebars highlight technological tools used by scientists. Atlantis describes how the legend of this island began with Plato, and then dips into the numerous (unsuccessful) underwater excavations to locate this lost city. The Bermuda Triangle focuses on the study of weather and rogue, or extreme, waves and how they may have contributed to lost aircraft and ships. ESP conveys the phenomenon’s rise in popularity in the late 1800s, types of ESP or “sixth sense,” and numerous related studies. Ghost Ships identifies a few famous missing ships and how a fata morgana mirage may cause individuals to see ghost-like ships on the horizon. Photos of scientists and technology in action, archival photos, eerie recreations, and dark-colored backgrounds give the series an appropriately spooky feel. Additional back matter allows students to explore these subjects in more detail.

—Booklist, October 15, 2019 on Atlantis, The Bermuda Triangle, ESP, and Ghost Ships (Blastoff! Discovery—Investigating the Unexplained)
Filled with large stills—mostly from recent fantasy franchises, like the Marvel Cinematic Universe, plus glimpses of older classics such as Pirates of the Caribbean (not to mention Roman Holiday and Charlie Chaplin’s The Gold Rush)—this entry in the Movie Magic series (6 titles) highlights the importance of costumes and other props in establishing historical settings, providing insights into characters, and creating distinctive overall looks. Along with nods to renowned designers of the past, Green adds interest-sharpening references to items likely to be familiar to younger readers (Belle’s yellow gown, Thor’s hammer). This survey largely stays in front of the camera, rather than offering looks behind the scenes, so budding filmmakers hoping for some practical tips will have to look elsewhere. Still, the morsels of movie history add flavor, and the instantly recognizable stars provide eye candy aplenty.

—Booklist, October 1, 2018 on Costumes and Props (Blastoff! Discovery—Movie Magic)
This series explores six of the most ubiquitous inventions and their history. Vibrant photos show light pollution, smokejumpers, and other riveting scenes. Each title includes a full-page feature on a major innovator, such as Steve Wozniak. Diagrams explain the basic process of each invention, such as the four-stroke engine in the automobile. A profile page focuses on a specific example, like the Nikon F3 camera. Additional facts are included in text boxes throughout the books. Archival photos show one of the first incandescent lightbulbs, the first electric computer (ENIAC), and other historical milestones. Back matter includes a time line with images. VERDICT A good addition to collections and sure to appeal to technology nerds, whether they are voracious or reluctant readers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), May 2019 on The Airplane, The Automobile, The Light Bulb, The Personal Computer, The Printing Press, and The Camera (Blastoff! Discovery—Inventions That Changed the World)
Epic
These bird profiles focus strongly on hunting abilities. The opening pages of each title describe a single bird capturing prey, followed by a survey of the qualities and behaviors that make the group such skilled predators. Falcons, for example, examines what they hunt and how their nests, flying abilities, and physical features aid their efforts. Photographs typically show the birds either hunting or eating and include a variety of species within the group. Splashes of deep purples, grays, and other colors decorate the pages, without taking too much attention away from the photographs. Most, but not all images, include species identification in the text or caption. A closing spread provides a slightly more detailed look at a particular species. VERDICT Solid choices to fill gaps or add depth to a popular subject area.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Eagles, Falcons, Hawks, Kites, Owls, and Vultures (Epic—Birds of Prey)
Readers who pick up any of the eight books in this electrifying set will be wowed by the up-close, vibrant images of these vehicles in action. In each book, for the most part, one primary photo dominates each spread and serves as the colorful background for an occasional secondary image and the text. While this could have been visually overwhelming, the design works. The text appears in bold white print superimposed on swatches of charcoal gray. Although the images may initially draw readers to the titles, it’s the action-packed information about the vehicles—their history, their identifiable parts, the competitions they undertake—that will have students racing to the shelves for the next volume. VERDICT High-interest nonfiction that will appeal to a wide audience, including students who don’t ordinarily enjoy STEM topics. A solid pick for elementary schoolers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Hot Rods, Lowriders, Monster Trucks, Stock Cars, 4x4 Trucks , ATVs, Dirt Bikes, and Motocross Cycles (Epic—Full Throttle)
Dinosaur profiles offer key facts about popular species, accompanied by engaging illustrations. One or two short paragraphs per spread describe size, physical characteristics, diet, and predation, with concluding pages on extinction and fossils. Written content appears in carefully placed text boxes, leaving room for a single illustration within each spread. Images depict different behaviors, and many scenes include several dinosaurs in action. The large-scale visual approach adds drama but also means readers do not get close-up views of features described in the text, such as Ankylosaurus plates or the nostrils of Diplodocus. VERDICT Readers will need to look elsewhere for more in-depth details about dinosaur species, but these are functional and appealing introductions. Solid choices to beef up the 567’s.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on Ankylosaurus, Diplodocus, Stegosaurus, Triceratops, Tyrannosaurus Rex, and Velociraptor (Epic—The World of Dinosaurs)
Torque
Truck fans rejoice! This series provides students with a glimpse of some of the toughest trucks on the road today. Showcasing vehicles from industry-leading manufacturers, such as Chevrolet, Ford, and Dodge, each book takes readers on an off-road journey through the truck’s history, recent developments, features, technology, and future possibilities. Clear-cut language and concise sentences make the content easily accessible to readers of varying abilities, while the glossy images reflect the text well. Specific details, including speed and horsepower, are included in sidebars that also address ways to identify each model as well as the specifications for the 2018 models. VERDICT Although aimed at “reluctant” readers, this series has the potential to appeal to a broad audience. Robust collections may want to consider.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on Chevrolet Silverado, Ford F-150, Honda Ridgeline, Nissan Frontier, Ram 1500, and Toyota Tacoma (Torque—Tough Trucks)
Young browsers will delight in this broadly appealing take on championship games. The pinnacle of achievement in each sport is described in generic terms, wrapping up with a low page count to keep readers engaged. This vagueness is not necessarily a drawback—the action-packed, full-bleed photos feature past and current athletes in lively, engaging scenes. However, players’ names are not included in the image captions. Every book in the series quickly describes the championships’ histories, bracket systems, and any seeding, along with how the playoffs function. Selectors will be pleased at the relatively equal representation of women athletes in The NBA Finals and The World Cup. VERDICT Light reads with charm. A strong supplemental purchase.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2018 on The Final Four, The NBA Finals, The Stanley Cup Finals, The Super Bowl, The World Cup, and The World Series (Torque—Sports Championships)
Inviting texts paired with appropriate images create this approachable series. The author’s use of the second person and photographs or paintings as the background for each page draws readers in, and she shows an appreciation for her audience with the details she highlights. Graphs, a time line of significant events, plus a piece on how technology or ingenuity impact restoration work are well done. However, the placement of the time line in the middle of each title is unsuccessful because it presents material not yet covered. Some of the maps showing the location of sites are too small to read, and images generally aren’t captioned. Notable people or items from the photographs are often identified. Back matter includes photograph credits, a recommended reading list, and instructions for accessing a curated website. VERDICT Even with its misses, this series conveys facts about each site in a way that encourages further exploration.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on The Cave of Altamira, King Tut’s Tomb, The Palace of Knossos, Pompeii, The Terra-Cotta Army, and The Titanic (Torque—Digging Up the Past)
Black Sheep
The graphic novel format of the Paranormal Mysteries series (6 titles) makes an already high-interest topic extremely accessible. This readable volume tracks the strange experience of Betty and Barney Hill, who claimed to have been abducted by aliens while driving near Lincoln, New Hampshire, in 1961. Shaken by their experience and accompanying memory loss, the couple saw a psychiatrist and eventually reported the event to a nearby air force base; when the news ultimately leaked to the newspapers, it became widely debated. With illustrations done in a dark, eerie palette, this reads like a tense piece of fiction; back matter includes a time line, theories (other than aliens) behind the Hills’ experience, and a list of further resources. Conspiracy theorists, Area 51 enthusiasts, and reluctant readers will all have their interest piqued.

—Booklist, October 1, 2019 on The Betty and Barney Hill Alien Abduction (Black Sheep— Paranormal Mysteries)

A mix of two popular pleasures: weird, unexplainable content and a graphic format, appropriate for reluctant and striving readers. The series appeals with simple, terse writing that heightens dramatic effect. Text is balanced within panels between exposition, presented in yellow or red rectangles, and dialogue in speech balloons. Red type denotes quotes from actual participants. Illustrations are clean and simple; panels are linear and easy to follow. Basic art and design are purposeful: easy-to-navigate panels aid readers with visual literacy and text interpretation. Each title’s back matter includes the feature “Theories Behind the ____,” which lists facts or the “what might have happened” aspects of the phenomenon that could explain it, allowing students to decide the “truth.” VERDICT Though these stories raise questions, they aren’t very gripping overall, and some include too few details. The Mummy’s Curse and The Roswell UFO Incident are best.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2019 on The Betty & Barney Hill Alien Abduction, Flight 19: Lost in the Bermuda Triangle, The Mothman Sightings, The Bell Witch Haunting, The Mummy’s Curse, and The Roswell UFO Incident (Black Sheep—Paranormal Mysteries)

